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Slava Jankin  

Chair in Data Science and 
Government 

School of Government  
School of Computer Science 

University of Birmingham 

 

 

I am a pioneering researcher at the intersection of artificial intelligence and political science. My work 
develops advanced computational methods to address complex questions in politics, focusing on decision-
making, policy formulation, and public engagement. As Turing Academic Lead and Founding Director of the 
Centre for AI in Government, I lead innovative projects integrating AI-driven simulations and political text 
analysis. My research demonstrates the broad impact of computational approaches in advancing our 
understanding of political processes and governance. 

 

APPOINTMENTS Leadership 
• Turing Academic Lead, University of Birmingham and The Alan Turing Institute, 2023 – 

present.  
• Founding Director, Centre for AI in Government, University of Birmingham, 2023 – 

present. 
• Founding Director, Data Science Lab, Hertie School, Berlin, 2019 – 2023.  
• Chief Scientific Adviser, Essex County Council, 2017-2019. 
• Academic Advisor to the UK Home Office, 2015-2017. 

 
Academic Tenured 

• Chair in Data Science and Government, joint appointment School of Government and 
School of Computer Science, University of Birmingham, 2023 – present. 

• Professor of Data Science and Public Policy, Hertie School, Berlin, 2019 – 2023. 
• Professor of Public Policy and Data Science, joint appointment Department of Computer 

Science and Electronic Engineering and Department of Government, University of 
Essex, 2017-2019. 

• Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, School of Public Policy, University 
College London, 2014-2017. 

• Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, School of Public Policy, University 
College London, 2010-2014.  

 
Academic Postdoctoral 

• Department of Economics, City, University of London, Adjunct Lecturer in econometrics, 
2010-2011. 

• Department of Government, MPA Programme, London School of Economics, 
Postdoctoral Teaching Fellow, 2009-2010. 

• Department of Economics and Institute for International Integration Studies, Trinity 
College Dublin, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, 2008-2009. 

• Mannheim Centre for European Social Research, Research Associate, 2009. 
• Department of Political Science, Trinity College Dublin, Adjunct Lecturer, 2008-2009. 

 

EDUCATION • Department of Political Science, Trinity College Dublin, PhD, 2003-2009. 
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• Department of Statistics, Trinity College Dublin, Postgraduate Diploma in Statistics, 
2006. [approx. master’s degree without the dissertation component] 

• J.W. Goethe University, Frankfurt am Main, Germany, Microeconomics and Business 
Administration, 2001-2003. [study abroad] 

• Beijing Language and Culture University, People’s Republic of China, Chinese 
Language, 1997-1999. [study abroad] 

• Department of International Economics, Belarus State Economic University, BSc Econ 
with Distinction, 1995–2002. 
 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

• Strategic Leaders training programme, University of Essex and Leadership Foundation 
for Higher Education, 2017-2018: Institutional leadership, inspirational leadership; 
strategic thinking; strategic planning for growth; financing and budgeting; human 
resources; performance management; and communication. 

• Postgraduate Certificate in Higher Education (PGCE), London School of Economics, 
2009-2010. 

 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE 

Discipline  
• External expert for:  

o the United Nations Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs AI and 
Data Science innovation programme 2020-present;  

o the European Commission Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety, 
2021-2023;  

o World Bank – Finance, Competitiveness and Innovation Global Practice, 2020-
2022;  

o UNDP iData Studio, 2017;  
o Department for Business, Innovation & Skills (BIS) COST Action IS0905, 2010-

2013 
• Social Science One Institutional Committee (https://socialscience.one/consortium ), 

2021-present.  
• Member of the UK GovTech Knowledge Transfer Consortium, 2018 -2019. 
• Grant application reviewer, evaluation rapporteur and quality assurance external expert 

for the German Research Council 2021-2022; Economic and Social Research Council, 
2016-2020; Swiss Research Council 2021; World Bank, FCO, DFID, DEFRA, DECC, 
Department of Health, 2016-2020; Open Society Foundations, 2013-2014. 

• External expert of the accreditation panel for AI and Politics degree at Dublin City 
University, 2022. 

• External examiner LSE Methodology Department for MSc Applied Social Data Science 
and computational social science courses, 2019-2021. 

• Programme committee member: Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing, 
2018-2020; Annual Meeting of the Association for Computational Linguistics, 2017-
2020; Data for Policy conference, 2016-2019; Frontiers and Advances in Data Science, 
2017. 

• Reviewer for American Political Science Review; American Journal of Political Science; 
British Journal of Political Science; Comparative Political Studies; Computer Journal; 
European Journal of Political Research; Electoral Studies, European Union Politics; 
Government and Opposition; Journal of Comparative Economics; Journal of Elections, 
Public Opinion and Parties; Journal of European Public Policy; Journal of Peace 
Research; Journal of Public Policy; Legislative Studies Quarterly (Editorial Board); Party 
Politics; Policy and Internet; Political Analysis; Political Behavior; Political Science 
Research and Methods; Political Studies; Political Research Quarterly; Psychological 
Methods; World Politics. 

 Hertie School (2019-2023) 
• Development, accreditation, launch, and delivery of the MSc Data Science for Public 

Policy (https://www.hertie-school.org/en/mds ).  
• Founding, building, and growing the Data Science Lab (https://www.hertie-

school.org/en/datasciencelab ).  
• Creation and development of the CIVICA social data science seminar series 

(https://socialdatascience.network ).  
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• Creation and development of the Data Science Summer School (https://ds3.ai).  
• Development of research computing infrastructure for the School (https://www.hertie-

school.org/en/news/news/detail/content/hertie-school-adds-new-state-of-the-art-
supercomputing-tool-for-data-science-based-research) .  

• Chair of the search committee in computer science and public policy. 

 University of Essex (2017-2019) 
• University lead for the Essex Centre for Data Analytics (ECDA) joining data science and 

artificial intelligence capabilities across Essex County Council, Essex Police, and 
University of Essex (https://www.essexfuture.org.uk/ecda/essex-centre-for-data-
analytics/ ). 

• Development of the MSc in Social Data Science 
(https://www.essex.ac.uk/courses/pg01314/1/msc-social-data-science ). 

• University Lead (Project Sponsor) of the Catalyst Project and Chair of the Steering 
Committee, HEFCE £2.2mln award (Award #E10). Collaboration between University of 
Essex and Suffolk and Essex County Councils aimed at transformation of public service 
delivery: risk stratification models for preventative policy-making; impact evaluation of 
interventions; and community support through student volunteering.  

• Search committees for appointments in artificial intelligence and data science 
fellowships. 

 University College London (2010-2017) 
• Deputy Director, UCL Q-Step Centre in Quantitative Social Science.  
• Department of Political Science Senior Leadership group.  
• UCL ESRC DTC Steering Committee. 
• Department of Political Science Graduate Tutor (Research), PhD Programme director. 
• Departmental committee appointments: departmental research committee, departmental 

teaching committee, MSc programmes steering committee. 
• Search committees for appointments in political economy, qualitative and quantitative 

methods. 
 

LARGE 
SCIENTIFIC 
COLLABORATIONS 

• Lancet Countdown: Research consortium stemming from the 2015 Lancet Commission 
on health implications of climate change and funded by the Wellcome Trust. This is an 
interdisciplinary research collaboration between 35 institutions and 120 scientists. Lead 
contributor to Working Group 5 on public and political engagement. 
https://www.lancetcountdown.org  

• Lancet Countdown Europe: Focuses on monitoring health and climate change in Europe 
and developing new evidence to support policy making by the European Commission, 
European Environment Agency, and member states. Working group lead for politics and 
governance. https://www.lancetcountdown.org/europe/  

 

PUBLICATIONS  
Political Science 

28 Christian Arnold, Hannah Bechara, Slava Jankin. “Perceiving Distances and 
Construing Targets Based on Communication.” Social Cognition, in press. 

27 Slava Jankin, Alexander Baturo, and Niheer Dasandi. “Words to unite nations: The 
complete UN General Debate Corpus, 1946-present.” Journal of Peace Research, in 
press. 

26 Weeks, L., Jankin, S., Herzog, A., Ó Fathartaigh, M. and Bechara, H., 2023. It’s Only 
Words? Analysing the Roots of the Irish Party System Using Historical 
Parliamentary Debates. Parliamentary Affairs, 76(4): 836-856. 

25 Sandeep Bhupatiraju, Daniel Chen, Slava Jankin, Galileu Kim, Maximilian Kupi, and 
Manuel Ramos Maqueda “Government Analytics Using Machine Learning” in The 
Government Analytics Handbook: Leveraging Data to Strengthen Public 
Administration, Rogger, Daniel; Schuster, Christian, eds. 2023.Washington, DC: 
World Bank. 
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24 Averill Campion, Mila Gasco, Slava Jankin Mikhaylov, and Marc Esteve (2022). 
“Overcoming the Challenges of Collaboratively Adopting Artificial Intelligence in the 
Public Sector.” Social Science Computer Review, 40(2): 462-477. 

23 Nicola Chelotti, Niheer Dasandi, Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2022). “Do 
Intergovernmental Organizations Have a Socialization Effect on Member State 
Preferences? Evidence from the UN General Debate”, International Studies 
Quarterly, 66(1): sqab069. 

22 Liam Weeks, Alexander Herzog, and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov, “Ireland” in The 
Politics of Legislative Debates (eds. Hanna Back, Marc Debus, and Jorge 
Fernandes), Cambridge University Press, 2021. 

21 Radoslaw Kowalski, Marc Esteve, and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2020). “Improving 
Public Services by Mining Citizen Feedback: An Application of Natural Language 
Processing.” Public Administration, 98(4): 1011-1026. 

20 Averill Campion, Mila Gasco, Slava Jankin Mikhaylov, and Marc Esteve (2020). 
“Managing Artificial Intelligence Deployment in the Public Sector.” Computer, 
53(10): 28-37. 

19 Alexander Herzog and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2020). "Intra-Cabinet Politics and 
Fiscal Governance in Times of Austerity." Political Science Research and Methods, 
8(3), 409-424. 

18 Padraig Carmody, Niheer Dasandi, and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov. (2020) ‘Power Plays 
and Balancing Acts: The Paradoxical Effects of Chinese Trade on African Foreign 
Policy Positions’, Political Studies, 68(1): 224–246. 

17 Irina Pencheva, Marc Esteve, and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2020) ‘Big Data and AI – 
A transformational shift for government: So, what next for research?’, Public Policy 
and Administration, 35(1): 24–44. 

16 Pomeroy C, Dasandi N, Jankin Mikhaylov S (2019). "Multiplex communities and the 
emergence of international conflict." PLoS ONE, 14(10): e0223040. 

15 Slava Jankin Mikhaylov, Marc Esteve and Averill Campion (2018). “Artificial 
Intelligence for the Public Sector: Opportunities and challenges of cross-sector 
collaboration.” Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society A, 2018, Volume 
376, Issue 2128. 

14 Liam Weeks, Mícheál Ó Fathartaigh, Slava Jankin Mikhaylov, and Alexander 
Herzog, “'More than words': A quantitative text analysis of the treaty debates”, in 
The Treaty: Debating and Establishing the Irish State, Liam Weeks and Mícheál Ó 
Fathartaigh, Eds., pp. 206--224. Irish Academic Press, 2018. 

13 Alexander Herzog and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2017). “Database of Parliamentary 
Speeches in Ireland, 1919-2013.” In IEEE Proceedings of the 2017 International 
Conference on the Frontiers and Advances in Data Science, 23-25 October 2017, 
Xi'an, China: 29-34. 

12 Alexander Baturo, Niheer Dasandi and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2017). 
“Understanding State Preferences with Text As Data: Introducing the UN General 
Debate Corpus.” Research and Politics, 2017, 4(2). 

11 Alexander Baturo and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2016). “Blair Disease? Business 
Careers of the Former Democratic Heads of State and Government.” Public Choice, 
166: 335-354. 

10 Alexander Baturo and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2014). “Reading the Tea Leaves: 
Medvedev’s Presidency Through Political Rhetoric of Federal And Sub-National 
Actors.” Europe-Asia Studies, 66(6): 969-992. 

9 Michael Marsh and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2014). “A Conservative Revolution: The 
electoral response to economic crisis in Ireland.” Journal of Elections, Public 
Opinion and Parties, 24(2): 160-179. 

8 Alexander Baturo and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2013). “Life of Brian Revisited: 
Assessing Informational and Non-Informational Leadership Tools.” Political Science 
Research and Methods, 1(1): 139-157. 

7 Jan-Emmanuel De Neve, Slava Jankin Mikhaylov, Christopher T. Dawes, Nicholas 
Christakis, and James Fowler (2013). “Born to Lead? A Twin Design and Genetic 
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Association Study of Leadership Role Occupancy.” The Leadership Quarterly, 24(1): 
45-60. 

6 Michael Marsh and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2012). “Economic voting in a crisis: the 
Irish election of 2011.” Electoral Studies, 31(3): 478-484. 

5 Michael Marsh and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2010). “European Parliament elections 
and EU governance.” Living Reviews in European Governance, 5 (4). 

4 Michael Marsh and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2009). “Policy Performance and 
Support for European Integration.” In The Legitimacy of the European Union After 
Enlargement, Jacques Thomassen (ed.), Oxford University Press, pp. 142-162. 

3 Michael Marsh, Hermann Schmitt and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2007). European 
Elections after Eastern Enlargement: Preliminary Results from the European Election 
Study 2004. CONNEX: Mannheim, Germany. 

2 Alexander Baturo and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2006). “I Love You, You Pay My 
Rent: the Game of Belarusian-Russian Integration.” In The CIS: Form or Substance, 
David Dusseault and Richard Sakwa (eds.), Helsinki University Press, 2006, pp. 98-
130. 

1 David Dusseault, Martin Ejnar Hansen and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2005). “The 
significance of economy in the Russian bi-lateral treaty process.” Communist and 
Post-Communist Studies, 38(1): 121-130. 

 
AI and Data Science 

17 Sousa‐Pinto, B., et al., 2024. “Artificial Intelligence–Supported Development of 
Health Guideline Questions.” Annals of Internal Medicine, in press. 

16 Corral, P.G., Bechara, H., Zhang, R. and Jankin, S., 2024, May. “PolitiCause: An 
Annotation Scheme and Corpus for Causality in Political Texts.” In Proceedings of 
the 2024 Joint International Conference on Computational Linguistics, Language 
Resources and Evaluation (LREC-COLING 2024): 12836-12845. 

15 Hannah Bechara, Krishnamoorthy Manohara and Slava Jankin, 2024. “Creating and 
Evaluating a Multilingual Corpus of UN General Assembly Debates.” In Proceedings 
of the 25th Annual Conference of the European Association for Machine Translation 
(EAMT), June 24-27, 2024, Sheffield, United Kingdom. 

14 Sousa‐Pinto, B., Jankin, S., Vieira, R.J., Marques‐Cruz, M., Fonseca, J.A. and 
Bousquet, J., 2024. “English tweets on allergy: Content analysis and association 
with surveillance data.” Clinical & Experimental Allergy, 54: 500-508. 

13 Béchara, H., Zhang, R., Yuan, S. and Jankin, S., 2022, December. “Applying NLP 
Techniques to Classify Businesses by their International Standard Industrial 
Classification (ISIC) Code.” In 2022 IEEE International Conference on Big Data (IEEE 
Big Data): 3472-3477. 

12 Hannah Bechara, Alexander Herzog, Slava Jankin Mikhaylov, and Peter John 
(2021). “Transfer learning for topic labeling: Analysis of the UK House of Commons 
speeches 1935-2014”, Research & Politics, 8(2). 

11 Anastasia Ushakova and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2020). “Big Data to the Rescue? 
Challenges in Analysing Granular Household Electricity Consumption in the United 
Kingdom.” Energy Research & Social Science, 64, 101428. 

10 Kakia Chatsiou and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov, "Deep Learning for Political Science" in 
The SAGE Handbook of Research Methods in Political Science and International 
Relations (eds. Luigi Curini and Robert Franzese), SAGE, 2020. Pre-print version 
http://arxiv.org/abs/2005.06540 

9 Stefano Gurciullo and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2017). “Detecting Policy Preferences 
and Dynamics in the UN General Debate with Neural Word Embeddings.” In IEEE 
Proceedings of the 2017 International Conference on the Frontiers and Advances in 
Data Science, 23-25 October 2017, Xi'an, China: 74-79. 

8 Stefano Gurciullo et al. (2017). “Topology Analysis of International Networks Based 
on Debates in the United Nations”, arXiv:1707.09491 [cs.CL]. 
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7 Kenneth Benoit, Drew Conway, Ben Lauderdale, Michael Laver and Slava Jankin 
Mikhaylov (2016). “Crowd-Sourced Text Analysis: Reproducible and agile 
production of political data.” American Political Science Review, 110(2): 278-295. 

6 Stefano Gurciullo et al. (2015). “Complex Politics: A Quantitative Semantic and 
Topological Analysis of UK House of Commons Debates”. arXiv:1510.03797 
[physics.soc- ph]. 

5 Kenneth Benoit, Michael Laver, Will Lowe and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2012). “How 
to scale coded text units without bias: A response to Gemenis.” Electoral Studies, 
2012, 31(3): 605-608. 

4 Thomas Daubler, Ken Benoit, Slava Jankin Mikhaylov and Michael Laver (2012). 
“Natural Sentences as Valid Units for Coded Political Texts.” British Journal of 
Political Science, 42(4): 937-951. 

3 Slava Jankin Mikhaylov, Michael Laver and Kenneth Benoit (2012). “Coder 
Reliability and Misclassification in the Human Coding of Party Manifestos.” Political 
Analysis, 20(1): 78-91. 

2 Will Lowe, Kenneth Benoit, Slava Jankin Mikhaylov and Michael Laver (2011). 
“Scaling Policy Preferences from Coded Political Texts.” Legislative Studies 
Quarterly, 26(1): 123-155. 

1 Kenneth Benoit, Michael Laver and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2009). “Treating Words 
as Data with Error: Estimating Uncertainty in Text Statements of Policy Positions.” 
American Journal of Political Science, 53 (2): 495-513. 

 
Climate Change, Health, and Sustainable Development 

18 van Daalen, K.R., et al., 2024. “The 2024 Europe report of the Lancet Countdown on 
health and climate change: unprecedented warming demands unprecedented 
action.” The Lancet Public Health, 9(7): 495-522 

17 Bousquet et al., 2024. “From MASK-air® and SILAM to CATALYSE (Climate Action 
To Advance HeaLthY Societies in Europe).” Journal of Investigational Allergology 
and Clinical Immunology, 34(1): 12-19. 

16 Romanello, M., et al., 2023. The 2023 report of the Lancet Countdown on health 
and climate change: the imperative for a health-centred response in a world facing 
irreversible harms. The Lancet, 402(10419): 2346-2394. 

15 Hartinger et al., 2023. “The 2022 South America Report of The Lancet Countdown 
on health and climate change: Trust the science. Now that we know, we must act.” 
The Lancet Regional Health – Americas, 20: 100470. 

14 Dasandi, N., Graham, H., Hudson, D., Jankin, S., vanHeerde-Hudson, J. and Watts, 
N., 2022. “Positive, global, and health or environment framing bolsters public 
support for climate policies.” Nature Communications Earth & Environment, 3(1), 
p.239. 

13 van Daalen, K.R., Romanello, M., Rocklöv, J., Semenza, J.C., Tonne, C., 
Markandya, A., Dasandi, N., Jankin, S., Achebak, H., Ballester, J. and Bechara, H., 
2022. “The 2022 Europe report of the Lancet Countdown on health and climate 
change: towards a climate resilient future.” The Lancet Public Health, 7(11): 942-
965. 

12 Romanello, M., et al., 2022. “The 2022 report of the Lancet Countdown on health 
and climate change: health at the mercy of fossil fuels.” The Lancet, 
400(10363):1619-1654. 

11 Finn Mueller-Hansen, Yuan Ting Lee, Max Callaghan, Slava Jankin, Jan C. Minx. 
“The German Coal Debate on Twitter: Reactions to a Corporate Policy Process.” 
Energy Policy, Volume 169, 2022, 113178. 

10 Dasandi, N., Cai, W., Friberg, P., Jankin, S., Kuylenstierna, J. and Nilsson, M., 2022. 
“The inclusion of health in major global reports on climate change and 
biodiversity.” BMJ global health, 7(6), p.e008731. 
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9 Marina Romanello et al. (2021). "The 2021 report of the Lancet Countdown on 
health and climate change: code red for a healthy future", The Lancet, 398(10311): 
1619-1662. 

8 Marina Romanello et al. (2021). “Tracking progress on health and climate change in 
Europe.” The Lancet Public Health, 6(11): 858-865. 

7 Niheer Dasandi, Hilary Graham, Pete Lampard, Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2021) 
"Engagement with health in national climate change commitments under the Paris 
Agreement: a global mixed-methods analysis of the nationally determined 
contributions", The Lancet Planetary Health, 5(2): 93-101. 

6 Niheer Dasandi, Hilary Graham, Pete Lampard, and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2021). 
"Intergovernmental engagement on health impacts of climate change." Bulletin of 
the World Health Organization, 99(2): 102-111. 

5 N Watts et al. (2021). "The 2020 report of The Lancet Countdown on health and 
climate change: responding to converging crises." The Lancet, 397(10269): 129-
170. 

4 N Watts et al. (2019). "The 2019 report of The Lancet Countdown on health and 
climate change: ensuring that the health of a child born today is not defined by a 
changing climate." The Lancet, 394(10211): 1836-1878. 

3 Niheer Dasandi and Slava Jankin Mikhaylov (2019). “AI for SDG 16 on Peace, 
Justice, and Strong Institutions: Tracking Progress & Assessing Impact.” In 
International Joint Conference on Artificial Intelligence (IJCAI), 10-16 August 2019, 
Macao, China. 

2 Nick Watts et al. (2018). “The 2018 report of the Lancet Countdown on health and 
climate change: shaping the health of nations for centuries to come.” The Lancet, 
392(10163): 2479-2514. 

1 Nick Watts et al. (2018). “The Lancet countdown on health and climate change: 
from 25 years of inaction to a global transformation for public health.” The Lancet, 
391(10120): 581-630. 

 
 

SUPERVISION [UCL] Anastasia Ushakova, Assistant Professor in Biostatistics at Lancaster University 
(supervisor) 
[UCL] Radoslaw Kowalski, Senior NLP Engineer at Huawei Technologies (supervisor) 
[UCL] Sofia Collignon, Assistant Professor in Comparative Politics, Queen Mary, UoL 
(supervisor) 
[UCL] Stefano Gurciullo, Partner at Redstone (supervisor) 
[UCL] Antti-Ville Suni, Lead AI Scientist at Silo AI (supervisor) 
[Univery of Milan] Giovanni Pagano (examiner) 
[Roskilde] Snorre S. Frid-Nielsen, postdoctoral researcher at University of Copenhagen 
(examiner) 
[LSE] Jack Blumenau, Associate Professor at University College London (examiner) 
[UCL] Valerie Ann Pacer (examiner) 
 

TEACHING Graduate 
• Machine Learning (UCL, LSE, Hertie School) 
• Mathematics for Data Science (Hertie School) 
• Natural Language Processing (Hertie School) 
• Deep Learning for Natural Language Processing (Hertie School) 
• Data Structures and Algorithms (Hertie School) 
• Managing Digitalisation and Artificial Intelligence in Government (Hertie School) 
• Governance and Politics of Artificial Intelligence (Hertie School) 
• Research design (UCL, LSE, Trinity College Dublin) 
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• Quantitative Methods (UCL) 
• Political Economy of Energy Policy (UCL) 
• Econometrics (City, University of London) 
• Time Series Econometrics (City, University of London) 
• Political Science and Public Policy (LSE) 

 
Undergraduate 

• Data Science and Big Data Analytics (UCL, LSE) 
• Comparative Political Institutions (Trinity College Dublin) 
• Quantitative Methods (Trinity College Dublin) 
• Transition Politics (Trinity College Dublin) 
• Democracy and Development (Trinity College Dublin) 

 
Executive 

• Artificial Intelligence for Decision Makers (European Commission, Essex County Council, 
HM Home Office, Hertie School, United Nations) 

• Natural Language Processing for Policy Analysis (European Commission, UNDP, 
University of Essex) 

 

FUNDRAISING 
AND GRANTS 

Fundraising 
• 2023 University of Birmingham £5.5mln dynamic investment fund to expand data science 

and AI provision in the College of Social Sciences (seven professorships, two postdocs, 
research software engineer, operational resources). 

• 2022 Dieter Schwarz Foundation €10mln endowment to expand data science at the Hertie 
School (endowed professorship in data science and annual MSc scholarships for 12 years). 

 
Grants awarded 
• 2022 Horizon Europe (HORIZON-HLTH-2021-ENVHLTH-02-03) “Climate Action To Advance 

Healthy Societies in Europe” (CATALYSE). Working group lead on development of innovative 
health surveillance and forecasting tools that facilitate effective policy response to 
environmental health hazards caused by climate change. Total funding €10mln. Hertie share 
~€1mln. PI. 

• 2021 “Contestations of the Liberal Script” Centre of Excellence “Leader types and Liberal 
Narratives of the COVID-19 Pandemic” German Research Council (DFG), €438K. PI. 

• 2021 Hertie School Faculty Fund, “Lancet Countdown Health and Climate Change”, 
“Detecting Causal Relationships in Text”, “Analysing political discord in social media data”, 
€154K. PI. 

• 2021 CIVICA seed funding initiative “Mapping Emotions during COVID-19 pandemic using 
Twitter data” (EmoMap). Joint project with CIVICA partners (Bocconi, CEU, Hertie School), 
€56K. Co-PI. 

• 2020 “Contestations of the Liberal Script” Centre of Excellence, “Data and Methods Centre”, 
German Research Council (DFG), €740K. PI. 

• 2019 Stifterverband Innovation Fund, “Data Science for the Common Good”, €15K. PI. 
• 2019 Riksbankens Jubileumsfond “Mixed methods for analyzing political parties’ promises to 

voters during election campaigns: Automatic Classification of Policy Pledges.” €1.1mln. 
Reference number MXM19-1137:1, Co-I, PI Elin Naurin (University of Gothenburg). 

• 2019 ESRC Business and Local Government Data Research Centre, £1.525mln (total 
funding including contribution from host institution £3mln). Co-I and Deputy Director (PI and 
Centre Director Maria Fasli). ESRC Grant Reference Number ES/S007156/1. 

• 2018 Wellcome Trust The Lancet Countdown Commission, £5mln. Working Group 5 Co-I (PI 
and Chair of the Board Anthony Costello). 

• 2018 Catalyst Fund (“Unstructured Data Sharing”, “AI and Data Science: Cross-sector 
collaboration issues”) £62K. PI. 

• 2016 UCL Public Policy Awards (“Data Science and Public Sector: UK Home Office”) £5K. 
PI. 
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• 2016 Irish Research Council (“Irish Treaty Debates”) €10K. Co-I. 
• 2014 UCL Grand Challenges Awards (“UN General Debate speeches”) £14K. PI.  
• 2014 ESRC Big Data Network: Consumer Data Research Centre (UCL, Liverpool, Oxford, 

Leeds). Co-I (PI Paul Longley). £6.1mln. 
• 2013 Nuffield Trust/Economic and Social Research Council/Higher Education Funding 

Council for England: UCL-IOE Q-Step Centre in Quantitative Social Science. Co-I and Centre 
Deputy Director (PI and Centre Director J vanHeerde-Hudson). £1.3mln. 

 

  

 


